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PREFACE 
The Fourth Haifa Matrix Theory Conference was held on January 3-5, 
1988, at the Technion--Israel Institute of Technology, Haffa, Israel. It was 
the fourth in a series of conferences in Linear Algebra which take place every 
year in Haifa. Subsequently the Fifth Haifa Matrix Theory Conference was 
held in January 1989, and the Sixth Conference is scheduled for June 1990. 
The fourth conference was supported in part by the Technion's Vice 
President for Research, by the Israel Mathematical Union, and by the I.B.M. 
Israel Scientific Center. 
The program of the meeting consisted of talks by thirty six speakers 
coming from Canada, France, Great Britain, Ireland, Israel, Norway, Spain, 
United States, and West Germany. The proceedings of the conference are 
published in this volume. It includes eventeen refereed research papers and 
a conference r port which contains eight synopses. 
We are especially pleased to open this volume with a profile of Binyamin 
Schwarz, one of the pioneers of linear algebra in Israel whose influence 
endures through his students and colleagues. Professor Schwarz is retiring 
from his position at the Technion and we wish him a long and happy 
retirement. 
Abraham Berman 
Daniel Hershkowitz 
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